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Native Plants of Seattle Just Hat che dlinelgteracdive Habiat Map

What are the different habitat types in
Seward Park? What plant species are found
in Lincoln Park? Which areas of Carkeek
Park have the most invasive species? These
are just a few of th
soon-to-be launched interactive habitat map
can answer.

The map is based on our 1999-2000 survey ‘.t
of over 8000 acres of public land in Seattle
(and why SUN was originally founded!). The
goals of the map are to:

SUN partners participate in the On-line
Interactive Habitat Map focus group at
the Northgate Library in July 2007.

o Make the 1999-2000 survey accessible to the public
¢ Inspire people to become active stewards of urban nature

Summer coralroot (Corallorhiza maculata), e Strengthen SUN partnerships
a perennial saprophyte, derives its .
nutrients from decaying organic matter. (continued on page 3)

Save the Date!

Licton Springs Community
Science Experiment
Update:

Native plants winning, reed
canarygrass falling behind!

September 23, 4 pm- 6 pm
A
<(_J> Fun & SUN in the Park!
Pv A

In March of this year SUN and
the Friends of Licton Springs
collaborated on a community
science experiment in Licton

Please help support SUN by raising

SUN Ecologist Ella EIman and Field Assistant
Sarah Zerbonne identify plants during a day of
monitoring at Licton Springs Park.

funds for our new odine interactive

habitat map! Join us for a picnic at
Woodland Park, where we will have
delicious food, fun for the kids, and a
silent auction! Invite your friends and
neighbors to enjoy the final days of
summer with SUN.

Location: Woodland Park, Shelter # 5

For more information, visit:

http:/ww.seattleurbannature.org/About/events.html

Springs Park (see SUN March
newsletter). The goal of the
project was to set up several test
plots to see if native species can
out-compete reed canarygrass
(Phalaris arundinacea), a very
tenacious invasive species which
has taken over a large wetland in
the park.

(continued on page 5)

Inside This Issue

Starflower Monitoring Project
On-line Interactive Habitat Map
SUN Project Updates
Remembering Mike Mercer
SUN Summer Outreach

New Faces at SUN




Starflower Foundation Monitoring Project

Pritchard Island Beach Park:
A park for the record books!

This summer has been a very busy one for SUN!

Early this year, we were presented with a unique

opportunity to assist Starflower Foundation in

mapping and performing a complete vegetation

inventory of five intensively restored parks in

Seattle. The Starflower Foundation, founded by

SUN6s founder, the | ate Ann Lennartz, has
conducted some of the most ambitious

restoration projects ever attempted in urban

parks.

The most extensive of these projects took place
in Pritchard Island Beach Park in South Seattle
(see Map 1), where close to nine acres of lawn
and highly degraded woodland were transformed
into many different habitats including meadows,
forests, a pond, a marsh, wetlands, riparian
corridors and formally landscaped areas. One of
the most amazing aspects of this project is that
these fully functioning ecosystems were created
in less than 10 years and are now, to a large
extent, self-sufficient.

In April of 2007 SUN and Starflower ecologists
surveyed the vegetation in each of 14
management zones in this park, establishing 66
linear transects throughout the park. SUN also
created a map of the management zones in the
park (Map 1). The goal of the project is to create
a vegetation management plan that documents
the history and management activities within the
park, as well as current vegetation conditions in
each project. Since Starflower Foundation is
closing its doors at the end of 2007, this
information will be vital to Seattle Parks and
Recreation, fAFriends ofod groups and other
stewards who will carry on the work of
maintaining these ecosystems.

(Above) Map 1.
Restoration Zones in
Pritchard Island Beach
Park; (Left) Ella records
vegetation data at a
Starflower restoration site
in Greg Davis Park; (Right)
A view of Lake Washington
from a meadow found in
Pritchard Island Beach
Park.



