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Native Plants of Seattle

Summer coralroot (Corallorhiza maculata),
a perennial saprophyte, derives its
nutrients from decaying organic matter.

Just Hat che dlinelgterdctive Habnat Map

What are the different habitat types in
Seward Park? What plant species are found
in Lincoln Park? Which areas of Carkeek
Park have the most invasive species? These
are just a few of th
soon-to-be launched interactive habitat map
can answer.

The map is based on our 1999-2000 survey Lk
of over 8000 acres of _quhc land in S?attle SUN partners participate in the On-line
(and why SUN was originally founded!). The |nteractive Habitat Map focus group at
goals of the map are to: the Northgate Library in July 2007.

o Make the 1999-2000 survey accessible to the public

¢ Inspire people to become active stewards of urban nature

e Strengthen SUN partnerships
(continued on page 3)

Save the Date!
5cPtcmbcr 23,4 pm- 6 pm

A
{Cv)} Fun& SN in the Park!
Flease helP support SUN bg raising,

funds for our new on-line interactive

habitat mapl Joinus fora Picnic at
Woodland Fark, where we will have

delicious food, fun for the kids, and a

silent auction! |nvite 9our1cricnc{s and

neighbors to erjog the final clags of
summer with S(JN.

|_ocation: Woodland Park, Shcltcr #5

For more information, visit:

httP// www.seattleurbannature.org/ ' About/events html

Licton Springs Community
Science Experiment
Update:

Native plants winning, reed
canarygrass falling behind!

In March of this year SUN and

the Friends of Licton Springs SUN Ecologist Ella Elman and Field Assistant
collaborated on a community Sarah Zerbonne identify plants during a day of
science experiment in Licton monitoring at Licton Springs Park.
Springs Park (see SUN March
newsletter). The goal of the Inside This Issue
project was to set up several test
plots to see if native species can Starflower Monitoring Project
out-compete reed canarygrass
(Phalaris arundinacea), a very On-line Interactive Habitat Map
tenacious invasive species which .
has taken over a large wetland in SUN Project Updates
the park. Remembering Mike Mercer
(continued on page 5)
SUN Summer Outreach
New Faces at SUN




Starflower Foundation Monitoring Project

Pritchard Island Beach Park:
A park for the record books!

This summer has been a very busy one for SUN!
Early this year, we were presented with a unique
opportunity to assist Starflower Foundation in
mapping and performing a complete vegetation _
inventory of five intensively restored parks in V] {1
Seattle. The Starflower Foundation, founded by ||| | 1 rucnae
SUNO6s founder, the | at | :
conducted some of the most ambitious
restoration projects ever attempted in urban
parks.

The most extensive of these projects took place
in Pritchard Island Beach Park in South Seattle
(see Map 1), where close to nine acres of lawn
and highly degraded woodland were transformed
into many different habitats including meadows,
forests, a pond, a marsh, wetlands, riparian
corridors and formally landscaped areas. One of
the most amazing aspects of this project is that
these fully functioning ecosystems were created
in less than 10 years and are now, to a large
extent, self-sufficient.

In April of 2007 SUN and Starflower ecologists
surveyed the vegetation in each of 14
management zones in this park, establishing 66
linear transects throughout the park. SUN also
created a map of the management zones in the
park (Map 1). The goal of the project is to create
a vegetation management plan that documents
the history and management activities within the
park, as well as current vegetation conditions in
each project. Since Starflower Foundation is
closing its doors at the end of 2007, this
information will be vital to Seattle Parks and
Recreation, AFriends o
stewards who will carry on the work of
maintaining these ecosystems.

Pritchard Island
Beach Park

Restoration Zones
Map 1

Legend
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(Above) Map 1.
Restoration Zones in
Pritchard Island Beach
Park; (Left) Ella records
vegetation data at a
Starflower restoration site
in Greg Davis Park; (Right)
A view of Lake Washington
from a meadow found in
Pritchard Island Beach
Park.




Starflower...(continued from page 2)

In this collaborative effort, Starflower compiled a complete management
history for each management zone as well as extensive planting and
seeding lists of species installed in these areas. SUN conducted the data
analysis for the 2007 survey and compared current species compositions
with the planting and seeding lists for the park.

The results from this project are truly impressive: A total of 322 native

species were seeded and/or planted in the park from 1998-2006. Of these

species, 157 were recorded in the park during the survey, whereas 165

species were not located. In addition, 98 species were found in the park

which were not planted or seeded. The majority of these plants are either _ o )

non-native or horticultural varieties present in the park prior to restoration \é\i:fftliwe?lgtjmtg;teio(:?éjsl,lti?ﬁiL%rr;?esz)t’ é?:ng'gv?s
S s BV activities. Park.

Overall, the restored areas are in great shape.
| Although there are some invasive species in
the park, they are present in very small
¥ guantities and will hopefully be watched and
1 managed into the future by stewards of the

property. Furthermore, the incredible plant Hender sioy
diversity in this park has surpassed alll checker-mallow
previous records set during the 1999-2000 (Sidalcea

. . . hendersonii)
survey of public lands in Seattle. Without a found in
doubt, Pritchard Island Beach contains the Pritchard Island |
highest plant biodiversity in the city. Come to Beach Park.

Redwood Sorrel (Oxalis oregana) thriving in
Pritchard Island Beach Park .

the park and see for yourself!

SUN is now busy analyzing and writing up results for the other four parks surveyed-
Roxhill Park, Greg Davis Park, Colman Park and Genesee Meadow. We anticipate

the full reports will be available from several sources, including our website, by the

end of the year.

On-line Interactive Habitat Map (continued from page 1)

Key features of the map include:
¢ All habitat types found in a park

o All plant species found in a specific habitat or park by both common
name and scientific name

e Distribution by percent cover of each plant species listed

e Summary of key findings (including common native and invasive
species as well as some forest types of interest in the city)

e Google Maps Interface so both streets and air photos can be viewed

We are already talking with our partners about how to expand this map into a
regional tool, as more cities add their habitat data to it. We have also received
commgnts f_rom 20 stakeholders, who beta-tested the map on July 26. " SUN Board member Josh Wozniak & Bret
Additionally, on August 24 SUN met W|Ma;]asygﬂ_|e,rpe,%gm;iro§n{er%|gl C proto
Microsoft who gave us feedback on how the map could be improved and howto consultants work together
better work with the business community. We hope to continue this exciting line Interactive Habitat Map focus group.

dialogue in the future!

The map launch date is September 23, 2007, which is also our Fun and SUN in Woodland Park
fundraiser. We hope you can come!



Summer Field Work

SHADOW Lake Bog Mapping

The assessment of upland and bog habitats on the SHADOW (Save Habitat and
Diversity of Wetlands) property in Renton is in full swing. The 92 acre property
contains over 13 acres of sphagnum bog habitat with an additional 13 acres of
Scrub/Shrub wetland bordering Shadow Lake. There are also over 60 acres of
upland and forested wetlands on the property.

SUN ecologists are busy sampling vegetation plots randomly stratified in the six =~ =
different habitat types delineated e af
season, we will have sampled a total of 40, 1/10 acre plots scattered throughout
the property. Information collected at each plot includes tree density and
regeneration, shrub and herbaceous plant species cover, snag and coarse woody
debris density and volumes, as well as the cover and distribution of non-native

. - . SUN Ecologist Nelson Salisbury & Matt
Invasive species. Dunnahoe of King Conservation District (KCD)

measure the Diameter Breast Height (DBH) of

In addition to serving as forest assessment @ !arge cedar tree in SHADOW Lake Bog.

locations, the permanent plots will also be

used as monitoring stations to track progress of the active restoration and

| management of the forest. All of this information will be incorporated by SUN into a

+ 4 comprehensive vegetation management plan specifically tailored for SHADOW forest
W stewards. The plan will provide an overall assessment of the current structure and

" Ll composition of the existing forest and bog habitats and will include detailed

management recommendations to help guide the ongoing restoration and

1 management of the property.

Sphagnum Moss (Shagnum girgensohnii)  We hope that armed with this information, SHADOW will be well-equipped to
found in Shadow Lake Bog. maintain the natural beauty and integrity of this amazing habitat for future
generations to marvel and enjoy.

Become a SUN
Board Member or
Join a SUN
Committee

SUN Plant Fact
Sheets

Free on the Web!

SUN is looking to grow its
board by two to three members. You can also join
our fundraising or outreach committees. Diverse
backgrounds, ages, and ethnicities encouraged!
Some areas of expertise we are looking for include:

SUN has produced a number of
color fact sheets for the public
highlighting invasive shrubs,

trees, and plants found %
e Accounting e Outreach throughout Seat
forests. We also have a fact

e Fundraising e Grant Writing .
sheet with some examples of
e Non-profit management e Education native plants that you may
. . consider for your property.
e Legal e Media & Marketing your property
Go to

If you are interested in joining, please contact Sharon ~ WWW.Seattleurbannature.org

Kayla Salisbury enjoys a book with
London at sharon@seattleurbannature.org. to download these a friend at the Tukwila Backyard
fact sheets today! Wildlife Festival.


http://www.seattleurbannature.org/
mailto:mailto:sharon@seattleurbannature.org

More SUN Projects

Shoreline Park Survey Nearing Completion

The field survey of four of the City of Shoreline's parks is nearly finished.
SUN ecologists are currently sampling the last remaining forest
assessment plots in Boeing Creek Park. Sampling has already taken
place in Hamlin Park, Shoreview Park, and South Woods natural areas.
SUN aims to provide the City of Shoreline with scientifically accurate
information that demonstrates the current structure and composition of
their existing resources.

Key management issues and concerns for
each park will be identified and prioritized,
and management approaches outlined. _ ) A
This information will help guide the City of Shorelinet6s Maur
: . . and SUNO6s_ Sharon. Longdon

restoration and maint en aefefionPotinsBvR/psd | NeOos

forested natural areas and will - _
be a first step towards creating a . = ¢ . - 0
unified and comprehensive
management pl an
parks and natural areas.

Matt Loper of

Shoreline

Community

College and

son Andreas

meet with

SUNb&s Nel son
Salisbury in

Shoreview

Park.

View of a 1/10 acre vegetation
assessment plot in
Shoreview Park.

Licton Springs (continued from page 1)

On a wet Saturday in March, the Friends of Licton Springs turned out in force to bravely
wade knee deep in muck to install the experiment, which was designed by SUN ecologists. ¢
Two of the plots (the Acontrold) involved
herbs directly into reed canarygrass in t
reed canarygrass roots from a 10 x 25 foot area, placing a thin biodegradable landscape
fabric on top of the soil and planting the same mixture of shrubs and shrubs and herbs into
this area. A silt fence was also erected around the test plots to keep reed canarygrass
roots and silt from coming into the plot.

In July, SUN staff went back to collect data on the plants. The results so far are both very \
interesting and potentially promising, although it will take several more seasons of 4
monitoring to come to any conclusions. Table 1 has a summary of how all four plots are Wapato (Sagittaria latifolia) thriving in
doing. So far, native plants are doing the best in the test plots where reed canarygrass Ljcton Springs Park in North Seattle.

was completely removed.

Licton Springs Community Science Experiment
Summer 2007 Monitoring

Control Plots Test Plots
Shrubs only Majority of shrubs have died, although some are Most of the shrubs have established and are
establishing slowly. Overall, the percent cover of growing multiple stems. The overall percent
reed canarygrass in this plot is 90%. cover of reed canarygrass in this plot is 10%.
Shrubs and herbaceous The plants are doing well and are beginning to This plot is clearly doing the best. Many herbs
species grow above the reed canarygrass. At the time of and grasses have grown considerably and are
the survey, there was approximately 70% cover of | covering the majority of the plot. The percent
reed canarygrass in this plot. cover of reed canarygrass in this plot is 5%.

We look forward to coming back next summer to monitor the progress of these areas.
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Pr i nc e ¢Chimdphilawenbellata),
a rare evergreen dwarf shrub, found
in Shorelinedbds Sou

Green Footprints- A
neighborhood Resource
Mapping Project

Located on a steep eastern
hillside of Capitol Hill, the
Green Footprints project has a
goal of creating a community
vision for sustainable, safe and
connected neighborhoods. The
group recently received a
Seattle Department of
Neighborhoods grant to seed
money for the project.

SUN serves as an advisor on
how to map the flora, fauna
and waterways of the
neighborhood. From these
maps, the group will create a
neighborhood action plan. This
plan will identify opportunities
for:

e improving walking routes
within the neighborhood,
the business district and
the Arboretum

e natural drainage features,
including enhancements to
existing streets and rights
of ways to capture water

e restoration of public open
spaces in the
neighborhood, including
wetland areas

e public art

We are excited to be a part of
this unigue community project!

News at SUN

Remembering Mike Mercer

SUN board and staff are deeply saddened by the passing of

one of our newest board members, Mike Mercer. Mike passed
away unexpectedly on July 13, 2007. The previous day we had ™
posted his biography on our website. Mike wrote of himself:

iMi ke Mercer has worked with
promote environmental stewardship. As a former middle and
high school teacher, city planner, environmental educator,
environmental program coordinator and manager, he has over
30 years of experience in virtually every aspect of the field. He

Haw werked -abroad in Australia and Idaho and has been with
the City of Seattle for over 25 years.
Coordinator, the Washington State Chair

Environmental Education Committee, and National Chair of the Youth Education
Committee for the American Water Works Association and an executive board member
of the Environmental Education Association of Washington. He currently works as an
Environmental Program Manager for Seattle Public Utilities in the areas of solid waste
management, watershed stewardship and water conservation. He resides in Kirkland,
Washington, has a wife and three ol der

Mike was all of the above, and more. His kind words, wonderful sense of humor and
positive powerful impact on the Puget Sound environment will be sorely missed.

Summer Outreach
Executive
Director Sharon

London chats Summer has been a busy season for

with an SUN outreach! We have recently
interested staffed tables at the Tukwila
community Backyard Wildlife Festival, the
member at the University District Farmers Market,
RShore“"e and the Renewable Energy &
enewable . . . .
Energy Fair. Sustainable Living Fair in Shoreline.

Additionally, SUN staff participated in
a work party at Deadhorse Canyon
in Southeast Seattle, and provided
outreach at Kruckeberg Gardens in
Shoreline and the annual Frog Frolic
event at SHADOW Lake Bog in
Renton.

(Left) A tiny frog relaxes
on the boardwalk at
SHADOW Lake Bog;
(Below) Sarah staffs the
SUN table at the SHADOW
Lake Bog Frog Frolic. Visit our events page at
www.seattleurbannature.org/About/events.html

for details on upcoming events!

*Many thanks to Bagel Oasis*
for the tasty bagel donation for the
Deadhorse Canyon Work Party!

of a

He h
for

chil


http://www.seattleurbannature.org/About/events.html

A delicious Salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis)
displays its beautiful colors.

Monitoring for the Green Seattle
Partnership (GSP)

SUN recently signed a contract with
Seattle Parks to monitor 15 Green Seattle
Partnership restoration sites
(approximately 10% of currently enrolled
GSP sites) to help assess the GSP
progress and give insight on how to
improve current priorities.

SUN will collect vegetation information,
conduct photo monitoring and map
locations and extents of these sites. SUN
will also develop a preliminary plan to
prioritize invasive tree removal projects on
public lands throughout Seattle. In addition,
the locations of all the GSP restoration
sites will be included on our interactive
habitat map (see IHM article).

A Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) resting on
the branch of a Douglas Fir tree.

New Faces at SUN

Staff Member Update

SUN would like to welcome to Sarah
Zerbonne as a new member of the
staff. Sarah will be working as an
Outreach & Ecological Field
Assistant, dividing her time between
various projects in the office and the ' ;
field. She joins SUN with a great ~ <=t

passion for environmental restoration F""‘ b
that she developed during her two Rt ‘

years with EarthCorps. In her spare
time, Sarah enjoys singing, hiking,
and camping in the beautiful
mountains of the Pacific Northwest.

Board Member Update

SUN would also like to extend a
warm welcome to lvona Kaczynski
as a new member of the SUN board.
Ivona works as a Logistics Project
Coordinator with Global Energy
Concepts, a Seattle-based wind
energy company. Her continuing
passion lies in exploring applications
of technology and business to meet
our global natural resource
conservation needs in a rapidly
urbanizing planet.

Volunteer Update

SUN would like to thank Derek
Wilson (photo to right) for his
continued GIS assistance as we
update our 1999-2000 survey data.
We truly appreciate the help and
expertise!!

We would also like to thank Bill
Schmidt for his invaluable grant
writing support. Thank you for your
help!!

Interested in a Habitat Map of your neighborhood?
SUN Maps cover the entire city of Seattle.
For additional details, contact us at (206) 522-0334 or download a
form to order individual maps at www.seattleurbannature.org.



http://www.seattleurbannature.org/

Upcoming Events Involving SUN:
Fun & SUN in the Parki Sunday Sept. 23rd, Woodland Park Zoo (Shelter #5), 4pm -6pm
Llandover Woods Work Partyi Sunday Oct. 14th, 3rd Ave NW & 145th, 9am -12pm

Visit www.seattleurbannature.org/About/events.html for more details

SUN Services

SUN offers a number of services to assist
public, private, and non-profit
organizations.

% Ecological Services

e Habitat Mapping and Assessment

Western Trumpet Honeysuckle (Lonicera
ciliosa) has bright flowers that attract
hummingbirds.

. e \egetation Inventory and Management
SUN Board of Directors : J :

Bags! Mugs! Dog shirts! e Restoration Planning and Monitoring

Peggy Gaynor  President Buy cool gear and support e Vegetation Monitoring
] L
April Mills Vice President Seattle Urban Naturet e Wetland Delineation
Josh Wozniak  Secretary Goto - _ _
o www.cafepress.com/seattleurban @ Mapping Services

Charlie Crissman Treasurer to browse the goods!
Ivona Kaczynski e Custom Mapping of Project Sites
Matt Mega e  Mapping for Grant Reporting Purposes
Randi Shaw e GPS Data Collection
Nancy Whitlock fcfg! Help SUpport e Printing Large Size Maps or Posters

le
Bryan Baker (Advisory) NS SUN E - .

A contribution to : Training and Education

Janet Way (Adviso
y( ") Seattle Urban Nature helps to

provide technical services to e Habitat Survey and Assessment Methods

SUN Staff community groups working to e Monitoring Restoration Sites
restore urban forests. We rely e GPS and GIS Training
Sharon London  Executive Director on the support of people like
) . e Plant Identification
Ella Elman Ecologist you for our continued success.
] ] ) ) e Habitat Restoration Techniques

Nelson Salisbury Ecologist SUN is a 501(c)3 non-profit -

) contributions are tax deductible.
Sarah Zerbonne Outreach and Field Please contact us at (206) 522-0334 for

Assistant more information.

SUNO®S mi ssi on

to empower stewa rds For hca]thg

urban ccosystcms.

Comments, questions, or submissions? Please contact Sharon London, Executive
Director, via e-mail at sharon@seattleurbannature.org. If you would like to receive this
newsletter in a different format or would like to be removed from the mailing list, please
let us know. Learn more about SUN at www.seattleurbannature.org.
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