Seattle Urban Nature
Annual Report 2006

g,

. ;z
A

The mission of Seattle Urban Nature (SUN)
IS to create tools to empower stewards
for healthy urban ecosystems.

passing of our founder and supporter, Ann Lennartz. Ann founded SUN in 1998 to survey
habitats on Seattle’s public lands. Since that time, SUN’s 1999-2000 data set has been
instrumental for land management and the formation of the Green Seattle Partnership. Ann’s
vision and commitment to native plants and urban forestry continues
to focus our efforts today.

2006 was a year of change for Seattle Urban Nature. We were deeply saddened by the

SUN has grown tremendously since its inception in 1998. We have
expanded our mission and now “create tools to empower stewards for
healthy urban ecosystems. * We have also expanded our reach to
include more of Puget Sound with projects ranging from Shadow Le
Bog in Renton to the City of Shoreline. In 2006, we removed the w
“Project” from our title, as Seattle Urban Nature is now involved in
many projects throughout the region.
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2005 towards more fedor-service projects is paying off. In 2006,

25% of our budget came from feor-service projects, such as SUN's inventory of landscaped

areas on behalf of the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT). In 206igrfservice work
will account for well over 80% of the budget, and the demand for our high quality work
continues. We also received our first grant from the Bullitt Foundation for $20,000 to fund our
Citywide Habitat Assessment (the second phase of our survey of Seattle’s public landsand Ann's
vision). Additionally, 2006 marked the first ever SUN house party, as we are now building our
individual giving support.

We hope you continue to help us grow and support local groups like the Friends of Licton
Springs and the Friends of Llandover Woods. We will continue to work with local governments
and community groups to achieve our vision of vibrant, livable cities that provide healthy natural
habitats for people, wildlife and native plants.

Sharon London Executive Director
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Project Highlights from 200¢

Licton Springs Park:

SUN and the Friends of Licton Springs Park obtained a grant fro
the City of Seattle Neighborhood Matching Fund Program to ‘
update the original Vegetation Management Plan completed in
2001. During this project, SUN surveyed the current state of
vegetation in the park, documented and mapped restoration site
and provided recommendations for future restoration activities.
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Volunteers get muddy while preparing a planting site
during a Licton Springs Park work party.
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Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT):

D, SUN conducted an inventory of landscaped areas
Licton

Springs | Mamesmenizos sl maintained by SDOT (such as planting strips, medians
— g b and traffic circles) in order to provide an accurate
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Zones s Pasdorgrlpats @ niakeDran assessment of existing species and vegetation types.

Almost 1200 new trees were inventoried and added to

A map of Licton Springs Restoration Management Zones the existing tree database! This data represents the first

create d by SUN ecologists. systematic inventory of these areas by SDOT and can be
. used for a variety of management and plannin

EarthCorps/Klng County: purposes by the gygency’s Iar?dscape and rFr)lainten%nce

The Community Salmon Fund of King County, in departments.

conjunction with SUN and EarthCorps, initiated a

monitoring program to assess conditions and progress EarthCorps

of ten recently completed salmon restoration projects members Kui

in King, Snohomish and Pierce counties. SUN Lyand Bob

developed protocols and trained a six member collect data at

EarthCorps crew to monitor conditions at each site, Newaukum

including bank stability, stream morphology, and Creek.

vegetation composition. This information will allow
King County to assess currently funded projects and
determine ways to improve monitoring and reporting
for the Community Salmon Fund.



